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There is no music played or sung—like bells when they’re well rung! 

 

It is hard to believe that another church and school year has ended and we’re into summer.  I hope 

you all had a wonderful year with your handbell programs and that you are enjoying your summer.  Per-

haps I’ll see you at a festival or conference. 

 

Thinking of festivals, the Area II board met last weekend to work out final details for the Young 

Ringers’ Festival and Festival Conference at Bucknell University in Lewisburg, PA.  If you can’t join us 

for the conference, perhaps you can come for a concert.  The Young Ringers concert will be July 7th at 

2:00 pm and the Festival Conference concert will be on Sunday, July 10 at 4:00 pm. 

 

I am sure when your last handbell piece was rung this Spring, you breathed a little sigh of relief!  

I know I did, thinking “We made it through another year!”  I recently read an article by Malcolm Wilson 

that made me think and I’d like to share part of it with you.  “Little wonder that today it is asserted that 

handbell ringing is the fastest growing medium for music education in the world with churches playing a 

leading role in this growth.  Today, when the move in churches is to involve people more, handbell ring-

ing is a wholly appropriate instrument to use in church to promote the ideal of corporate praise as the 

method of using handbells in ministry.  Every ringer must learn to work as one body which instills a 

spirit of fellowship and discipline.”  Imagine that!  And we are a part of it whether we are directing or 

playing handbells in a church, a school or a community group!  The AGEHR motto is Uniting people 

through a musical art.  I feel incredibly blessed to be a part of this organization and the joy we bring 

through handbell ringing. 

Continued on  page 2 
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Last year Area II created our very own endowment fund.    I am happy to announce that we awarded 

our first three grants at the May board meeting.  See the article under grants in this issue.  Here’s a wonderful 

opportunity to contribute to the Area II Endowment.  Since 2005 is our 45th year, we are suggesting that you 

might wish to contribute $45.00 (or any amount) in honor of our 45th Anniversary.  Please complete the form 

in this Twice Tolled Tales and send it to Chris Braden.  You may designate your gift in honor of a director, a 

choir or an individual.  All contributions will be listed in our 45th Anniversary Festival Conference Book. 

 

I am proud of Area II and am honored to be your Chair. 

 

� � � ��

 

Peggy McNamee 
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Brenda Aughenbaugh 
Brookville, PA 
 
Mary Helen Barr 
Albany, NY 
 
James Batt 
Brooklyn, NY 
 
Steve Becker 
Collingswood, NJ 
 
Paula Blankenbicker 
New Florer, PA 
 
Ann Bokma 
Reading, PA 
 
Kevin Capanyola 
East Greer, NY 
 
Jina Choi 
Lockport, NY 
 
Charles Confer 
Demarest, NJ 
 
Fred Cramer 
Hummelstown, PA 
 
Cathy Danahy 
Cape May, NJ 

 
Sr. Mary Daniel 
Holmdel, NJ 
 
Dr. DiDech 
Reading, PA 
 
Lois Frerking 
Fairport, NY 
 
Matthew Goetke 
Pleasantville, NJ 
 
Alice Groome 
Grand Island, NY 
 
Sue Gunselman 
Seaford, NY 
 
Courtney Harlan 
Kane, PA 
 
Kathryn Hayes 
Taylorstown, PA 
 
Mary Heagy 
Pittsburgh, PA 
 
Marianne Hodges 
Altoona, PA 
 
Susan Hostler 
Franklin, PA 

 
Debbie Johnson 
Altoona, PA 
 
Elna Johnson 
Pittsburgh, PA 
 
William Koenig 
Red Hook, NY 
 
Ruth Kovach 
New Florer, PA 
 
David Leo 
Tonawanda, NY 
 
Carol Martin 
Fort Washington, PA 
 
Hector Martinez 
Rochester, NY 
 
Glenn May 
Pennington, NJ 
 
Pam McInerney 
Oswego, NY 
 
Wyn Merzlufft 
Leonia, NJ 
 
Sister Moffitt 
Ephrata, PA 

 
Susan Outlaw Stallings 
Grantham, PA 
 
Thomas Peters 
Mechanicsburg, PA 
 
Gary Piper 
Hamburg, NY 
 
Cary Robinson 
Seldon, NY 
 
John Schaefer 
Johnstown, PA 
 
Mark Schiffert 
Pittsburgh, PA 
 
Joyce Stahl 
Delmont, PA 
 
Rev. Paul Turnbull 
Nutley, NJ 
 
Margaret Wood 
McMurray, PA 
 
AE Kyong Yooh 
Tonawanda, NY 
 
Diane Zych 
Reading, PA 

 
First United 
Handbell Director 
Huntingdon, PA 
 
 
Handbell Director 
McMurray, PA 
 
Handbell Director 
Media, PA 
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PENNSYLVANIA STATE 

DISTRICT COORDINATORS�
8. OPEN        Philadelphia, 191, some 190 
2. Carolyn Biles  610-594-3856, raybiles@worldnet.att.net South Philadelphia, 193, some 190 
3. Laura McClennan 215-234-4635, mclennans@att.net  Northwest Philadelphia, 194, some 190 
4. Ethel Geist  215-529-1603, egeist@comcast.net  Doylestown area, 189 
5. Raylene Starego 610-330-2740, sp3music@aol.com  Allentown/Easton, 180, 181 
6. Jim LaVoy  570-676-8548, LordJim424@hotmail.com NE PA, 182, 183, 184, 185, 187, 188 
7. Bobbi Schmid  717-627-0196, thezoo213@juno.com  Lancaster, 175, 176 
8. Dottie Brown  610-582-8878, f5g5@aol.com  Reading, 195, 196 
9. Shawn Gingrich 717-583-1922, smgingrich@blazenet.net East of Harrisburg, 170 
10. Shelley Reel  717-938-4564, gsreel@epix.net  Harrisburg. 171. 170 
11. Laine Heltebridle 717-764-1562, laheltebridle@hotmail.com York, 174, 173 
12. Open       Shippensburg/Chambersburg, 172 173 
13. Ellen Davis  570-326-5569, Musicminstjumc@aol.com Williamsport/Bloomsburg, 
        177, 178, 179, 186 
14. Patty Coldiron 814-342-5675, patcoldiron@adelphia.net Altoona/State College, 166, 168 
15. OPEN       Somerset/Indiana/Johnstown, 155,   
        156, 157, 159 
16. Marian Bates  724-537-6748, bates15650@hotmail.com Uniontown/Greensburg, 154, 156 
17. Ron Hann  412-229-0190, ministermusic@hotmail.com Monessen/Washington, 150, 153 
18. Roberta Erickson 412-828-0693, rw-rk.erxn@worldnet.att.net Pittsburgh, 152 
19. Sue Garton  724-794-4081, bgarton@pathway.net North of Pittsburgh, 151, 160, 161, 162 
20. Janet Carlson  814-837-7355, jcarlson@westpa.net Kane/DuBois/Wellsboro, 158, 167, 169 

NEW YORK STATE 
DISTRICT COORDINATORS 

�

1. Bernard Garrett 516-746-6585 ex 130,  music@ataidanparish.org  
2. Daniel Denver  212-675-0026,   Danieltdenver@compuserve.com  
3. Abi Gray  914-737-3184,   grayaa7776@yahoo.com  
4. Lois Reese  845-446-7267,   aloreese@hvc.rr.com  
5. Beverly Buddle 518-234-7578,   bbuddle@midtel.net  
6. Donna Halbert  607-797-5834,   singdonna@aol.com  
7. Harriet Haines  315-894-3713,  Baha@MSM.com  
8. Rene Hebert   315-682-6786,   Rhebert694@earthlink.net  
9. Dorothy Preston  607-539-6293,   bdalepres@aol.com  
10. Ruth Hugenbruch  716-388-7365,   rhugenbruch@hotmail.com  
11.&12 . Jane Kubacki 716-854-2800,   Jane259138@aol.com   
     & Mildred Fischle 716-688-9078,   milfisc@juno.com  
13. Karen Robards 518-523-9381  handbell@northnet.org 
14. Erin Ells  585-727-3666  gtoast@rochester.it.com 
15. Pam Spirko  315-682-8783,   pspirko@earthlink.net 
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NEW JERSEY STATE  
DISTRICT COORDINATORS 

 
1. Art Morgan  856-983-9217 mmarlton@juno.com  Burlington, Camden, 
         Gloucester 
2. Susan Geiser  609-530-0628, scg218@comcast.net  Mercer 
3. Shelley Giarer 908-832-7957, belshell66@aol.com    Hunterdon, Somerset 
4. OPEN        Monmouth, Middlesex 
5. Carl Loutzenheiser 973-267-1258, RingDuets@optonline.net   Morris, Sussex, Warren 
6. John Slattery  973-450-5992, jslatt3275@aol.com   Essex, Union, Hudson 
7. Joyce Aiken  973-742-3277 bellbasket@att.net   Bergen, Passaic  
8. Barbara D”Ippolito 732-240-7868,dippolito04@comcast.net  Ocean 
9. Chris Neff  610-522-1119,cneff122@Juno.com   Cape May, Salem, Cumberland,  
         Atlantic�

New York State Report 

 

Welcome Spring!  As everyone thaws out from the winter, our thoughts go toward playing bells and preparing 

for the Area II Conference in July.  Many choirs in NY are preparing by playing the conference music in concerts in 

their local churches and schools.  Bravo!  That is a great way to make sure your music is ready.  Schoharie Bells and the 

Zion Community Ringers are particularly busy, playing at an Open House at the Zion Church in Cobleskill in May and 

June 

We have a school in Dobbs Ferry who is starting a bell program and is looking for an experienced choir to 

come and play a concert for them.  If you are interested, please contact Bernard Garrett at mu-

sic@stroseoflimaparish.org. 

It is wonderful to see that the number of members in New York State has grown.  Keep up the good work of 

recruiting new choirs.  AGEHR is a wonderful resource for information and education. 

There is an opening for a District Coordinator in the Albany Area.  Anyone interested, please contact me at 

pspirko@earthlink.net. 

Pam Spirko New York Representative�
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 Are you aware of the many grants and scholarships Area II has to offer?  We have Betty B. Garee 
Scholarships for first time attendees to Area Festivals and Seminars as well as National Directors' Semi-
nars.  We have the Charlie Cramer Scholarships for non-ringing "roadies" who help to move all your bells 
and equipment.  
  
We have Mission Grant monies, offered in festival conference years, to help supplement your present sets 
of handbells or handchimes, or to get you started buying them.  Area II offers grant monies (up to $250) 
to sub-areas who are trying to get an annual workshop and/or festival started.  We have also given 
“special grants” to mission projects that have been undertaken by members of Area II.  Area II has a very 
active Handchime Lending Program.  Each state has several sets of handchimes to lend to schools or 
churches interested in starting a new handbell or handchime program. 
 
 New to the Area is the Mentoring Program that can bring personalized handbell help to you, your 
church or your school.  We will send a clinician to you for a workshop that addresses your particular 
needs! 
 
 How can you find out more about all of these?  Check out our website www.area2agehr.org.  You 
may download the necessary forms there.  Not web-savvy?  Then call or e-mail any Area officer!  We’ll 
send you a brochure and application. 
 
 Take advantage of all that area II has to offer you! 
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I attended the New Jersey Music Educators Conference in East Brunswick, NJ on February 

24-25, 2005.  Area II sponsored two workshops for New Jersey music educators:  Handbell Ringing 

for Individuals with Disabilities, presented by Sue Graves and Joyce Klinck, co-directors of the 

“Joybells” from Melmark School in Berwyn, PA and Handchimes—Not Just a Toy presented by Gail 

Posey, director of the handbell program at Eastern Regional High Schools in Voorhees, New Jersey.  

Both sessions were well-attended and well-received by those in attendance.  Area II was represented 

in the Exhibit Hall Thursday through Saturday.  As in past years, many teachers stopped for 

information on Area II AGEHR programs.  We had an overwhelming response to our offer to lend 3 

octave sets of handchimes to schools and churches.  I am aware of at least 3 music teachers who 

submitted applications for our Chime Lending program!  I think this is a wonderful way for music 

educators to allow administrators, School Board members, and parents to see what a great teaching 

tool the chimes can be.  Thanks to the Area II Board members for supporting this important part of 

handbell education. 

Gail Posey 

New Jersey C.H.I.M.E. Rep 

THOUGHT FOR TODAY 

The most important things in life aren’t things. 
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YOUNG RINGERS FESTIVAL 
 
Attention Young Ringers!  I hope there are a few more of you planning to attend our Festival at Bucknell 
University this summer.  The dates:  Tuesday, July 5 through Thursday, July 7.  Our final concert will be held 
at 2:00 on Thursday.  A reminder, we are bringing in Jason Wells, the director of Ring of Fire as our massed 
conductor!  You won’t want to miss him! 
 
In addition to Jason, Christine Anderson will be giving a concert and teaching solo ringing.  Louise Frier will 
join in Christine’s concert and teach classes in bell trees.  Michael Kastner, one of the leaders of the STEP 
program, will also be a clinician.  The ever popular class of maori sticks will return.  Other class choices will 
be in conducting, computers in music, recorders, button making and hat decorating. 
 
The dorms and ringing space are air conditioned.  The food is delicious, with many choices!  And Bucknell 
has an Olympic size swimming pool!  Don’t forget the talent show!  It’s always a fun evening. 
 
Come—ring what you can—but COME!  You won’t want to miss it!  If you have questions, don’t hesitate to 
be in touch at rbittenben@comcast.net or phone 717-697-6257.    

AGEHR—AREA II ENDOWMENT FUND GIFT 
 
We’re celebrating our 45th anniversary of Area II and we invite you to help us celebrate by making a gift to 
the AGEHR-AREA II Endowment Fund.  This gift could be made in honor of your choir, director, a ringer or 
in memory of someone special.  A gift of $45.00 will make this possible.  All gifts will be acknowledged in 
the program for the 2005 Festival Conference Massed Concert on July 10, 2005.  Use the tear-off below to 
include the necessary information and mail with your gift to be received by 6/30/2005. 
 
AGEHR—AREA II ENDOWMENT FUND GIFT 
 
                         
Name of Donor        Amount of Gift 
 
         
In honor of  or  in memory of (please circle one) 
 
Mail to: 
 
Chris Braden 
328 Queens Court 
Ridgewood, NJ  07450 
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 Area II  Past Chairs 

 
Since this is the 45th Anniversary of Area II, we thought it might interest you to know who the past Chairs 
were.  They are as follows: 
 
 
 
    1960    Doris Watson 
    1962    Lois Boren Scholes 
    1965    Andrew Flanigan 
    1967    G. Richard Zimmerman 
    1968    Mario Sinsi 
    1970    Lilly McGregor 
    1972    Dan Hermany 
    1974    Howard LeFevre 
    1976    William A. Payn 
    1977    Dottie Reed 
    1979    Dottie Reed 
    1981    Richard Frey 
    1983    Carol Coughenour 
    1985    Lloyd Pilkington 
    1987    Marilyn M. Hines 
    1989    Howard E. Moser 
    1991    Janice M. Peters 
    1993    Robert J. Ward 
    1995    Janet Carlson 
    1997    Judith E. Treisback 
    1999    Carol Roman 
    2001    Kenneth Kelley 
    2003    Peggy McNamee 
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Membership Form—The American Guild of English Handbell Ringers 

Membership Type 

��Platinum Membership..................................$175.00 

��Sterling Membership ...................................$130.00 

��Regular Membership .....................................$65.00 

��Ringer Membership.......................................$30.00 
Must be affiliated with a choir of a regular member. 
Membership number of choir:_______________________ 

��Senior Citizen Membership (65+) ..................$40.00 
Individual membership, may not represent a group 

��Full-Time Student Membership......................$30.00 

��Business Membership .................................$130.00 

��Canadian Membership ...........................add $10.00 
to all membership categories to cover additional postage 

��International Subscription 

� A. Overtones at Printed Matter rate $65.00 US 
� B. Overtones at First Class rate  $95.00 US 

Mail to: AGEHR, Inc. 
1055 East Centerville Station Road 
Dayton, Ohio 45459-5503 

Make check/money order payable to: The AGEHR, Inc. 

Payment enclosed $____________________ (U.S. Funds) 

All returned checks will incur a $25 processing fee. 

Mailing Information 

Name:________________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip:__________________________________________ 

Is the above a (check one): 

� Personal Address     or     � Organization Address 

Daytime Phone: ________________________________________ 

Evening Phone: ________________________________________ 

E-mail: _______________________________________________ 

Name of Business/School/Church:__________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

This is a  � New Membership  � Renewal (Member #___________) 

Credit Card Information      

� Visa     � MasterCard 

Card Number:__________________________________________  

Signature:_____________________________________________  

Expiration Date: ________________________________________  
For credit card payments, please mail to the address  

provided at left or fax to 937-438-0434. 
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MENTORING REPORT 

 
As of our last board meeting, we have added another phase to our Mentoring Program.  We now have 3 types 
of workshops that we offer to those who need help with their bell groups. 
 
The new phase will be for those who have applied and received chimes from our lending program.  We will 
call this our Lending Program Workshops.  If a director has received the chimes and feel they need help in 
knowing what to do with the chimes in their school or church, Area 2 will supply a clinician to have a work-
shop with that director. 
 
Our other two phases are going well.  The Orientation/Getting Started Program for new members with new 
bell sets has provided 9 workshops since last October when our program started. 
 
The Mentoring Program for established choirs has also been successful.  We have conducted 4 workshops.  
There is a nominal fee for these workshops. 
 
We trust that more of you will take advantage of this helpful program. 
 
More information can be found on our web site or you may contact me. 
 
       Judy Dinkler 
       Mentoring Chair 

�
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ARE YOUR HANDBELLS INSURED? 
 
 
On August 28, 2004, a stubborn cloudburst hovered over our little town of Everett, in south 
central Pennsylvania , for several long hours.  Water from a tiny stream that flows through 
town, and underneath the Everett Church of the Brethren, began to overflow its banks.  After 
breaking through a church basement window, floodwater was soon surging down into the en-
tire basement, to a depth of several feet. 
 
Unfortunately, our 4-octave set of handbells and newly purchased choir chimes were stored in 
a low cupboard in the Music Room in the church basement.  By the time firemen reached the 
basement to pump out water and save our instruments, the bell cases were floating inside the 
locked cupboards.  Muddy water poured from them when they were finally carried upstairs to 
safety.  Even though they were immediately removed from the cases, dried and cleaned by 
church members, extensive damage had already been done. 
 
Because our insurance policy for the handbells had been vaguely written…”4 octave instru-
ments,” it was quite a struggle to recover insurance payments for the refurbishing the entire 
set of damaged bells and choir chimes.  The company finally agreed to pay for new cases also, 
after documentation that cases are necessary for storage of the bells.  No payment was made 
for hundreds of dollars worth of music lost in the flooded file cabinets and other damaged 
items that had to be thrown away. 
 
We strongly suggest that churches and organizations check their insurance policies to cover 
present replacement costs in case of loss.  Compare prices in a supply catalog to figure what it 
would take to replace all your present octaves of handbells, choir chimes and cases, plus all 
equipment necessary; tables, pads, covers, notebooks, gloves, mallets, music, etc.  The final 
price may surprise you, as costs have increased through the years. 
 
Our handbells and all equipment are now stored safely upstairs, and we had to find a new 
practice room.  Once again, we are back to ringing, thankful that our church stewards had the 
foresight to have some insurance coverage for our precious instruments.  From now on, the 
policy will include a clearly written itemized list of all replacement costs.  From our sad ex-
perience, we encourage those involved in handbell programs to annually review storage space, 
plan for quick removal of equipment in case of an emergency, and have an up to date, accurate 
insurance policy! 
 
Doris Dibert 
Handbell Choir Director 
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